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“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they 
will not turn from it.”—Proverbs 22:6 



 

Welcome 
 

Welcome to the start of a new and exciting chapter as your children enter Year 4. As your children enter this important 
stage of their primary education, they will continue to grow in independence, resilience and responsibility. Year 4 is a 
time when we see children taking more ownership of their learning, and we are committed to supporting them during 
their journey.  
 
We believe that fostering independence in children is crucial for their development, not only academically but also 
socially and emotionally. This year, we will encourage your children to take on new challenges, think critically, and 
approach tasks with a positive and proactive attitude. Our aim is to help them build resilience by understanding that 
mistakes are part of the learning process and that perseverance will lead to success. 
 
Your involvement and support are key to your child’s growth. We encourage you to stay engaged with their learning 
and celebrate their achievements, both big and small. Additionally, please feel confident in reaching out to us with any 
concerns or worries you may have. We are here to work alongside you, ensuring that your child’s school experience is 
as positive and fulfilling as possible. Open communication between home and school is essential, and we are always 
available to listen and provide guidance. 
 
Together, we can help your children develop the confidence and skills they need to thrive both in and out of the 
classroom. We look forward to working with you to make this year an exciting and successful one for all. 

 
Meet the Staff 
 

Our Year 4 teaching team is: 
 
Mrs Shaw  
Mrs Collins 
Mrs Davies 
Mr Williams (student teacher)  
 
Our School Day 
 

Children will enter school via the door by the KS2 playground.  
8.35 – Doors open 
8:50am- Learning begins   
10.25 - 10.45 – Collective Worship  
10.45 -11.00 – Break times  
12.00 – 13.00 – Lunchtime  
15.15 – End of school day and exit via the door by the KS2 playground.   

 
Class routines and information 
 

During the Autumn Term, PE will take place every Tuesday and Thursday. In the Spring term, PE will take place on 
Tuesdays and Fridays as the children will be swimming on a Friday. Your child should come fully dressed in their PE kit 
on the days on which they have PE. During PE lessons, jewellery MUST be removed - if ears are pierced, please ensure 
your child can remove earrings themselves or are provided with plasters. 



 

Equipment 
 

Each child has access to a small, individual locker which can be used to store their personal items, e.g., coat, packed 
lunch. Please note that appropriate stationery will be provided so pencil cases are not required. Children are expected 
to take responsibility for these resources and their own belongings. Parents are asked to ensure that all garments and 
personal property are clearly labelled. Toys (fidget spinners, match attack cards, etc) are not permitted at school except 
in specific circumstances, such as end-of-term parties or projects.  

 
iPads 
 
All children in Year 4 will have access to their own iPad which will be used to support and enhance their learning within 
the classroom.  

 
Water bottle 
 

Staying hydrated is conducive to learning. Please encourage your child to bring a reusable, named bottle of water to 
school each day. This will be kept on or near their desk and can be topped up as required using the water fountains.  

 
Snacks/Tuck 
 
Children can bring healthy snacks in from home.  Toast, pancakes, crumpet, teacakes and bagels are available to be 
ordered daily for morning break time. Please make sure that these are paid for in advance on Parent Pay. 
 

School Dinners  
 

Pupils may choose either a school dinner or bring a healthy packed lunch from home. 
If your child is having a school dinner, please order in advance at home so you know what your child will be eating. 
All school dinners must be selected and paid for in advance through the school’s ParentPay system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Timetable & Curriculum Overview 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that this is subject to change due to events taking place in school.  
 
Our curriculum overviews can be found on the Curriculum page on the school website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
After Christmas, there will be a slight change to the timetable as swimming will take place on a Friday. Timetable is 
subject to change with events that may take place in school.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Homework 
 

 
Spelling  
Spellings will go out at the beginning of each new half term. It is vital the children practice these as they will tested 
each Friday and a record of their scores will be kept for monitoring purposes. Spellings can also be accessed online at 
home using their spelling shed logins. Sometimes we do experience problems with the app but you should always be 
able to access these via the internet server. It is important the children learn these spelling patterns to help them in 
their writing journey.  
 
 

Maths 
 

Times tables’ knowledge is vital for quick mental maths 

calculations and problem solving, as well as for many of the units 

children study in KS2 (division, fractions, percentages).  By the 

end of Year 4, children are expected to know all times tables and 

related division facts up to x12 and are encouraged to use the 

Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) programme to regularly practise and consolidate facts.  

In June 2025 (date to be confirmed), Year 4 children will take part in the national statutory Multiplication Tables Check 

(MTC). The test will assess how well each child knows their multiplication tables up to 12x12, using an online testing 

tool. 

How will the test work?   
 

Children will answer multiplication questions against the clock on a computer or tablet, with 6 seconds to answer each 

one-mark question in a series of 25. The test will last no longer than 5 minutes and will be marked instantly. Each 

question will be presented in this format: 8 x 4 =  

Questions will be selected from the 121 number facts that make up the multiplication tables from 2 to 12, with a 

particular focus on the 6, 7-, 8-, 9- and 12-times tables as they are considered to be the most challenging. Each question 

will only appear once in any 25-question series, and children won’t be asked to answer question reversals (so if they’ve 

answered 3 x 4 they won’t be asked about 4 x 3).  Multiplication facts will be the only things tested (there will be no 

problem solving or division facts in the check). Children will practise the test format before the official check begins. 

What if a child doesn’t do well in the check?  
 

There will be no “pass mark” and no child will “fail” the test. However, we expect children to obtain a score of at least 

22 out of 25.  The DfE states that the purpose of the check is to help teachers identify which children are falling behind. 

School-level results won’t be made publicly available or be used in league tables but will inform teachers which children 

require additional support.  

 
 
 
 



 
Home support 
 

Please help your child with times tables practise. Because the National Curriculum for maths is so extensive, there is an 

expectation that parents will help their children learn their times tables at home and not rely exclusively on schools to 

bring them up to speed. Some of the techniques you can use include:  

• practising times tables by rote (old-fashioned chanting of each multiplication table).  

• asking your child times tables questions out of order, e.g., ‘What’s 11x12? What’s 5x6?’  

• asking your child related division facts: ‘What’s 8 x 4? What’s 32 ÷ 4?’  

• using arrays to help your child memorise times tables – you can use fun objects like Smarties or Lego bricks to 

make it more entertaining.  

• using apps and games to help build speed, e.g., Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS). This activity mirrors the 

Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). The children have accessed this at school and should know how to navigate 

the website.  

 

 

 

 
When it comes to times tables, speed AND accuracy are important – the more facts your child remembers, the easier it 

is for them to complete harder calculations.  

 

Times Tables Rock Stars is a fun and challenging programme designed to help students master the times tables. 

To be a Times Tables Rock Star you need to answer any multiplication fact up to 12×12 in less than 3 seconds!  

 

The goal is for all participating rockers to be Times Tables Rock Stars after 20 weeks. 

 

World famous rock musicians are the best at what they do because they've spent hours practising guitar chords, writing 

music, or playing on the drums. It's just the same with times tables – all Times Tables Rock Stars need to practise, 

practise, and practise some more.  

 

Short bursts of daily practise are more effective than spending hours once a week. This is where you come in! For your 

child to be fully motivated and for them to get the best out of the practise, they need your help. Without your praise 

and your reminders, without you sitting down next to them or checking their work, practising times tables will not feel 

important to your child.  

 

Our recommendation is that you are there to help them three evenings a week for half an hour during the first two 

weeks. This will help to establish a routine. After that, we recommend that you help your child get started for the first 

10 minutes and then check on them at the end.  

 



 
Over the course of the next few weeks and months, your child WILL get faster and more accurate with the times tables. 

All your hard work and theirs WILL make them a Times Tables Rock Star! 

 

To log in: 

1. Type ttrockstars.com into your browser’s address bar or google ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’. 
2. Log in. Usernames and passwords can be found at the front of your child’s home/school link diary.  

 

Please contact me if… 

• you have username or password issues; something isn’t working or you are not sure how it works.  
 

OTHER USEFUL MATHS WEBSITES: 

 

www.topmarks.co.uk     BBC: 

Hit the button      Maths Super Movers – times tables songs 

Daily 10       Multiplication games 

Coconut multiples 

Mental Maths train 

Maths fishing 

 
Creative  
Furthermore, your child will be given a selection of options to choose from each half term and will have return dates 
set at the bottom of the homework list. We have endeavoured to make the homework as creative as possible and we 
have done this to encourage parental involvement to help support your child in their work at home. We look forward 
to celebrating the wonderful creations that your children have done at home.  
 
Although homework is optional, we have been overwhelmed by some of the homework we see throughout the school, 
so please encourage your child to take an active part in completing their homework. 

Reading  
 

Children should engage in reading at home at least four times a week, with an adult’s 
signature in their reading diaries to ensure they receive their stamp. By Year 4, 
students are expected to read for a minimum of 15 to 20 minutes per session. This 
duration is crucial for making meaningful progress in their reading each week and 
developing consistent reading habits. 
 
It is essential that children not only read but also fully comprehend the material they 
are engaging with. To support this, encourage them to choose books that are suited 
to their level of understanding and challenge them in a manageable way. You can 
play an active role by asking thoughtful questions about the content of their books, 
promoting deeper thinking and discussion. While independent reading is important, 
continue to motivate them to read aloud occasionally. This practice helps improve 
fluency and provides an opportunity to address any challenges with pronunciation 
or unfamiliar vocabulary. 
 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/


 
When children encounter words they do not understand, encourage them to seek clarification, whether by discussing 
the words with you or using reference materials. Expanding their vocabulary in this way will enhance their 
comprehension and overall enjoyment of reading. 
 
Your involvement is key in fostering a positive reading experience, helping your child develop both literacy skills and a 
genuine love for reading. By creating an encouraging and supportive environment, you will help your child build the 
confidence and understanding needed to become a strong, independent reader.  
 

Accelerated Reader   
 

Children will choose school reading books according to their reading zone. Each half-term, children will take an 
Accelerated Star Reader Test which will determine which “zone” they should be choosing books from. All books in our 
class library are labelled in this way but children are also welcome to read books from home which fall within their 
reading zone. You can check the “zone” of a book using the following website: www.arbookfind.co.uk 
 
If you need any advice on choosing suitable reading material, please ask. A list of 100 recommended reads for Year 4 
can also be accessed via: https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year4 
 

Behaviour 
 

We have a restorative approach towards behaviour which is underpinned by our school values: Love, Joy, Peace, Hope, 
Friendship, Compassion, Respect, and Courage. Our behaviour policy can be found on the school website  
https://forsbrookprimaryschool.co.uk/policies  
 

 
Additional Information 
 

Trips 
 
As part of our broad and balanced curriculum, we endeavour to provide our pupils with hands-on learning experiences. 
In Year 4, this will include the following trips to the Wolseley Centre and Cadbury’s world. More information will be sent 
out closer to the trip.  
 

Bikeability 
  
Year 4 children have the opportunity to take part in the Bikeability Level 2 course in February (date to be confirmed). 
We would encourage all children to take part in this activity. Please speak to a member of staff if you have any concerns. 
 

First Aid 
 
At the beginning of Year 4, children with participate in Basic First Aid Training and given the essential skills to support 
our staff on the playground and assist with any small injuries that may arise. This is a wonderful opportunity for Year 4 
children and helps to support our class value of ‘compassion’.  
 

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year4
https://forsbrookprimaryschool.co.uk/policies


 

Year 4 Expectations 
 
In Year 4, children are growing in independence and we encourage them to take on more responsibility. 
Key Points for Parents 
 

• Spelling scores – Children will share these with you at home (not written in diaries). 
• Independence – Children should be able to tie their shoelaces and manage their own ties. 
• Toilets and drinks – Children may always go if needed, but we encourage them to use breaks rather than the 

start of lessons when important teaching is taking place. 
Our Commitment 
 
With 31 children in the class, we will always do our best to balance everyone’s needs. We aim to provide: 

• High-quality teaching 
• A nurturing and supportive environment 
• Opportunities for children to learn, play, and thrive 

 
Communication 
Our door is always open. Please contact me through the school office if you have any questions or concerns – I am 
happy to receive phone calls. 

 
Contact details  
 

It is very important that we are kept up to date with your current contact details in case we need to get in touch with 

you via the school text message service/a telephone call. For those of you who do wish to receive school information 

via email and have not done so before, please inform the school office – admin@forsbrook.staffs.sch.uk 

 
Office contact details: admin@forsbrook.staffs.sch.uk  
Phone number:   01782 392577 
Website link:   www.forsbrook.staffs.sch.uk  

 
I hope that you have found this document useful. Here’s to a wonderful year of learning and working together to help 
your child to be the best that they can be.  
 

 

mailto:admin@forsbrook.staffs.sch.uk
mailto:admin@forsbrook.staffs.sch.uk
http://www.forsbrook.staffs.sch.uk/

